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and reached a depth of 1426 feet, or well over a quarter of a
mile. This time they took a chance on everything being in
good order, and entered the globe without a trial submergence.
In order to attract deep-sea fish they had baited a number of
luminous hooks, which dangled just outside the observation
windows. This time they took with them a spectroscope, and
noticed the gradual fading of the colours under water. At
eight hundred feet there was nothing visible but a pale line
of greyish-white, and outside the window the sea looked the
deepest, blackest blue imaginable. Beebe sat by the window
taking notes of the various forms of sea life he could see and
keeping in constant touch by telephone with the barge. At four
hundred feet he began to see lantern-fish and other deep-sea
forms which he had netted but which he had never before seen
alive. Big bronze eels came nosing at the bait, and hovering
in the distance he caught a glimpse of strange, ghostly dark
forms. At 1000 feet there was a moment's excitement when
a loop of black sea-serpenty hose swung round before them, and
almost at once they noticed that the sparks of luminous fish
began to be abundant.

A few feet lower the searchlight was turned on, and for
the first time in history the life of the depths became visible.
The first view was of a swarm of silver hatchet fish, whose
lights were visible in the blue-blackness on either side of the
beam. Then a new species came into sight, then three squids,
and then more hatchet fish. Forty-four minutes after leaving
deck the lowest level was reached, and Beebe calculated that
at this depth the pressure of the water on the bathysphere was
equal to 3366 tons. Then the return trip began at the rate of
thirty feet a minute, and when at last surface was reached
the air inside was still perfectly fresh.

Dr Beebe next made experiments in contour diving with
the bathysphere. The barge was brought as near to the coral
reef as possible, and the globe was lowered to within two
fathoms of the bottom while the boat drifted slowly seaward.
Actually this work was more dangerous than deep-diving, and
in 1932 the bathysphere almost came to grief. The globe had
already been lifted over two low coral reefi, and as Beebe was
observing a group of large fish a dark shadow fell across the